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Lift up Your Heads: Your Redemption is Drawing Near

25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.  26 Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken.  27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”  29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees.  30 When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near.  31 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 “I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.  33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap.  35 For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth.  36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 

In the Name of Him who says, “Behold, I am coming soon!”  Dear Christians:

Have any of you ever heard of the “Rapture Index”?  Christ gave us signs that the End of Time would be near; famines, floods, earthquakes, false Christs etc.  Two guys came up with the notion that they could categorize all of these end times activities and then assign each category a number from 1 to 6 to reflect intensity.  For example, if there were a lot of earthquakes in the world one week, they would assign that category a six.  Then they would add up all of the categories (about 47 of them) and then predict how soon the rapture would take place.  The rapture is a false teaching that believes Christ will suddenly take all of his believers who are living on the earth up to heaven, they will disappear suddenly, leaving the unbelievers behind.  This false teaching has been made popular by the author Tim LaHaye in his “Left Behind” series.  This false doctrine also believes that after seven years of tribulation Christ will come again with his saints to rule on the earth for a thousand years.  Nowhere in the Bible does it speak of the rapture.  And if you recall from last week’s sermon Jesus made it very clear to Pilate that his kingdom was not nor would it ever be part of this world.    

Do we really need an End of Time indicator?  The signs are obvious and have been intense since the time of Christ.  The danger of the rapture is if folks try to pinpoint the end people could be led into a false sense of security and think, “Well, the index isn’t that bad.  The end isn’t coming for a while yet.”  Or… “Christ isn’t coming to judge for another 1,000 years.  I can goof off until then.”  When Jesus gave us the signs of the end times he didn’t want us to try and put together some probability chart.  He wanted us to know that he is coming again soon, and to be prepared spiritually, to be watchful and diligent.  The end could come in five minutes from now, five years or five hundred years.  These words from Jesus that Luke records for us this morning are not meant to frighten us.  They were given to comfort, encourage and give us hope.  For Christ tells us that when he comes again we are to stand up, and lift up our heads, because our redemption is drawing near. 

At the beginning of this chapter from Luke, Jesus and his disciples had just walked out of the temple.  The disciples pointed out to their Teacher what a great and beautiful a structure the temple was.  Jesus’ reply must have shocked them.  “Do you see all these great building?  Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” (Mk 13:2)  The temple was such an impressive architectural achievement.  The disciples could see streams of pilgrims coming to worship.  They could see that Israelites filled the temple square.  They couldn’t imagine it desolate and destroyed.  Naturally, they asked, “Teacher, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Mt 24:3)  

Jesus answered their questions, “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, flee to the mountains!  Get out of the city!  Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentiles.”  Less than forty years after Jesus spoke these words they were fulfilled.  The Romans under Titus destroyed Jerusalem in 70A.D.  They set the temple on fire. Archeology digs indicate that the Romans even pried open the massive stones from the temple to get at the gold from the temple which melted and ran in the cracks of the rocks.  Jesus also gave the disciples signs of the end times, “The love of most will grow cold.  Many will come in my name saying, ‘I am he!’  You will hear of wars and rumors of wars.  There will be famines, pestilence and earthquakes.  You will be persecuted and thrown in prison, brought before kings and governors and killed because of me and my name.”  It’s no wonder the apostles believed that they were living in the end times.  It’s no wonder Martin Luther believed he was living in the end times.  And when you and I read the paper or watch the news on the television we know that we are living in the end times.  
Jesus tells us that the signs of the end times are as obvious as turning of the leaves of a fig tree.  In Palestine fig trees wait until late spring for their leaves to return.  It is the one tree to watch if you want to know whether summer is coming.  And summer in Palestine is the season for much of the harvest.  People know to prepare by gathering their harvest tools.  Here in Kentucky we have seen the leaves falling.  We know that winter is coming with the cold and wind, rain and snow.  We prepare and pile up the firewood, purchase weather stripping for those drafty areas of the house and pull out the box labeled “Winter Stuff.”  So also, when we see these signs of the end times, we know that the end is near.  Jesus gives us these signs to prepare and be ready.    

Because he is coming soon Jesus also gives us Christians a warning.  “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation (dissipation in the original Greek language refers to actions associated with drinking alcohol; carousing, staggering and hangovers), drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap.”  Anxieties of life….you never get anxious or stressed out during the Christmas Season, do you?  You only have 22 days left, you know.  Do you have your decorations up yet?  Are all your presents purchased and wrapped?  Do you know how you’re going to finance all those gifts?  Do you have your TiVo or DVR set to program all of the special Christmas television shows?  Are the Christmas letters ready to be mailed?  Is your calendar full of parties and events to attend?  Is the house clean, because you are having guests…   Is your itinerary set for the big trip to visit family?  Jesus says to you and me, “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down…”  …weighed down by things that don’t really matter when you look at what’s coming and who’s coming.  If our hearts are weighed down by this life with its cares and worries, then we forget about the life to come.  Then the last day will come upon us like a trap, you don’t know it’s there until you step in it, and it will take you unawares.  Jesus says that he doesn’t want the last day to come upon us like that.        

Jesus says to you and me, “When you see me coming in a cloud with power, great glory and all my angels, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” (vs28)  Paul in his letter to the Ephesians 4:30 refers to the Last Day as the day of redemption.  On the Last Day your Redeemer is coming with your completed redemption!  What is this redemption?  Christ is coming with your ransom already paid in full.  You and I were held captive by the Axis of Evil known as Satan, sin, and death.  Your Redeemer had to pay a ransom to release you.     

Paul in his letter to the Ephesians explains the price Christ paid for your redemption, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us.” (Eph 1:7,8)  Peter in his first letter also says, “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” (1Peter 1:18)  Christ paid with his lifeblood to ransom you.  Your Redeemer handed over his life to rescue you from your kidnappers that would have held you in bondage forever.  Christ has made you free through his payment of your ransom.  This ransom is yours now through faith.  Heaven is yours now.  When he returns on the clouds, with the trumpet call of the angels, he will give that ransom to you, finalized.  You will be receiving your end goal, perfection in heaven, where there will be no more sickness, no more tears, no more anxious and worried thoughts, no longer will the things of this life oppress your hearts, no more will consciences weighed down by the guilt of sin.  In its place will be joy and happiness and a perfect relationship with your Savior.  Paul expresses this joy in Romans 8:23, “We wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”  
When you see those signs in the heavens that Jesus spoke about, the sun turned to darkness, the moon to blood and the stars and heavens shaken, those are signs that will happen on the Last Day.  Jesus is using those pictures to describe the destruction of the earth on the Last Day.  When those signs happen, you and I will not have to be frightened, anxious, perplexed or faint with terror.  When you see these signs, when you see the Son of Man on the clouds, when you hear the trumpet call of God, stand up, lift up your heads.  Your redemption is drawing near.  

That’s confidence, joy and hope, to stand and lift up your heads as the Judge descends to earth for the second and final time.  Not a cockiness in ourselves and what we have done, but a complete trust in our Savior Redeemer and what he has done for us.  While we wait for him we say, “Amen, Come Quickly Lord Jesus.”  While we wait we also listen to Jesus’ admonition, “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down.”  Our Savior understands our sinful human minds.  He knows that we tend to be lazy, become lax in our watchfulness, he knows that we are sinners and at times have a weakness of faith.  He pleads with us, “Dear Christian, be careful.  The end is near.”  Stay away from drunkenness.  Don’t let your hearts be weighed down with the anxieties of life.  Don’t stress out about the little things this Christmas season.  Is it really that big a deal if we don’t get our decorations set up on time, or the house completely clean or if the presents and cards get sent out late?  Jesus is coming!  Preparing for his coming is far more important and will be high on our list of priorities.  Let’s prepare for his coming by being in his Word, bringing his Word to others, or by bringing others to his Word, so that we, with them, are prepared for his coming.  So that when we hear the trumpet call, and see our Lord descend on the clouds, and behold his glory, we will stand up, lift up our heads in confidence, for our redemption is drawing near.  Amen. 

